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ABSTRACT: The experiment was carried out on forage mixture triticale (X Triticosecale wittmack) and vetch (Vicia 

vilosa R.) under rain fed condition of Dembya district. Forage mixture grown under different seeding rates during 

2016 cropping season in the study area. The objectives of the research were; to evaluate the optimum seeding 

rates for maximum forage biomass yield of the mixture and to assess the morphological and phenological 

efficiency of forage biomass yield in the mixture. The experimental design employed during the research was a 

randomized complete block design (RCBD) with five treatments and replicated five times with the total of 25 

treatments/plots. The forage treatment include with five different proportions of seeding rates (SP) in the ratio of 

(triticale /vetch) 100:0 (SP1), 75:25 (SP2) 50:50 (SP3) 25:75 (SP4) and 0:100 (SP5) and the plot size was 2m x 

5m width and length. Data was subjected to analysis as variance using MSTATC statistical procedure for 

morphological characteristics of forage yield and quality parameters. Higher forage DMY of the mixture 

(11.85t/ha) was observed at SP3. The research depicted that, SP3 for triticale was found to have highly 

significant at (P<0.01) in leaf area, leaf length and leaf to stem ratio than any other SPs in the forage mixture. 

With all these findings the experiment result of this study was found the combination of SP3 could be considered 

as the best association of triticale/vetch for better forage mixture as it resulted in highest, leaf area, leaf length 

and leaf to stem ratio and better DMY would be a benefit for forage biomass production in the mixture. 
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INTRODUCTION 

 

Land resource stress in the tropics and sub-tropical countries has increased as the number of people 

supported by the land has risen. Thus, cultivation of uplands, which are marginally suited to annual crops, has led to 

diminishing of soil fertility and crop yields (Bimrew, 2008). Continuous cultivation of the same types of crop has led 

to the development of intransigent problems of diseases, pest and weed infestation (Dawit, 2013). Tropical forages 

are playing a vital role in the development of sustainable cropping system, and a best methods of forage 

improvement has arisen by using intercropping of annuals crops and perennial legumes in sole cropping patterns 

makes it possible to manipulate the outcome of competition (Humphrey, 1994).  

Livestock production in the tropics can be increased through increasing the productivity per animal and per 

unit of area land. A major factor in increasing livestock productivity will be the improvement of animal nutrition and 

feed supplies, especially in case of ruminant animals that must provide better nutrition (Whitman et al., 1980). 

Natural grazing land of the area consists of largely wide range of grasses, legumes and other herbaceous species. 

According to Daniel (1990) the existing feed stuffs in Ethiopia, native pasture and crop residues are poor in quality 

and provide insufficient protein, energy, vitamins and minerals. Animals' thrive predominantly on high-fiber feeds, 
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which are incomplete in nutrients (nitrogen, sulfur, phosphorus, etc) necessary for microbial fermentation (Osuji et 

al., 1993). 

If the price of animal products rises, farmers may adjust their planting schedules in favor of forage crops and 

commercial livestock production could be only achieved through the feeding of quality forage (FAO, 2011). 

Moreover, the important feature of the mixture is enhancement of seasonal distribution of forages, because 

legumes remain green long in the dry season (Prasad and Singh, 1991). The performance of the mixture depends 

on their compatibility and initial seed rate proportions of grass and legume species (Willey and Rao, 1980). Low 

seed rate results in a poor stand and prolonged time required for development of satisfactory grass-legume mixed 

pasture and high seed rates are in conspicuous because it incurs higher cost (Prasad and Singh, 1991).  

Even thought, information on their agronomic management of optimum level of seeding rate for maximum 

biomass production for mixed pastures to improve yield and quality of forage is generally inadequate. In addition, 

the ministry of agriculture for adoption by dairy cattle owners is testing the different legume species (Charles et al., 

2012). The mixture has been identified to have a promising potential for pasture improvement. Therefore, this 

study was designed with the following specific objectives: 

1- To study the optimum seeding rates for maximum biomass yield of forages in the mixture. 

2- To assess the morphological and phonological efficiency of forage yield and quality in the mixture. 

 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 

 

Description of the study area  

The investigation was conducted at Dembia district of North Western part of Ethiopia, 736 km North of Addis 

Ababa, and 36 km from Gondar to Gorgora Tana road. The area experiences one main rainy (unimodal) with long 

rainy season extending from half of March to the mid October, but the effective rainfall is from May to half October. 

The mean annual rainfall was 1150 mm with a peak in June and July having an average of 105 rainy days. The area 

lies at an altitude of 2004 m.a.s.l. between. The major criteria used for the selection of the experimental area were 

the proportion of livestock especially local dairy cows and crossbred dairy cattle are more available in the study 

area at the radius of 5km from the farming area to the town, in addition there is a shortage of improved forage 

species and due to grazing land has been shifting of in to crop land as human population increased as geometric 

rate. Topography of the site was gentle slope and well drained in which the farmer used the area to frequently 

cultivated for crop alternatively in year round (CSA, 2011).  

 

Land preparation and sowing 

The varieties of forages were triticale (x Tritico secale witt mack): Vetch (Vicia vilosa r.) using 120 kg and 25 

kg seed rate for triticale and vetch correspondingly. In both varieties the plot size was 2m x 5m for the treatments. 

The seed was purified; select the weed, and other dead, irregular in shape for to increased germination percentage. 

Therefore, the seed was mixed according to their respective seed proportion treatment combination and 

broadcasted on a well-prepared seedbed on the experimental site. 

 

Experimental design and treatments  

The experiment was conducted with five seed rate proportions on well prepared plots of mixed soil type and 

replicated five times with the total of 25 treatments were put in randomized complete block design (RCBD) in the 

study area.  

 

Treatments of the seed proportion 

Triticale alone which were; 100% (SP1), Triticale 75% + 25% Vetch which was (SP2), Triticale 50% + 50% 

Vetch (SP3), Triticale 25% + 75%Vetch (SP4) and Vetch alone 100% (SP5). 

 

Seedling and tiller counts 

Seedling counts for both species were done one week after emergence from the quadrants having (0.5 m x 

0.5 m) area from each plot. It was carried out initial plant stand after seven days of growth by measuring quadrants 

and summarized the mean value at the different seed proportion treatments taken from each plot for both triticale 

and vetch mixture. Tillering count for triticale was measured at 45 days of growth by taking 0.5m x 0.5m sample 

area from each the entire plots and count the number of tillers found from individual plants. 

 

Plant height, dry matter accumulations and heading date 

Ten plants of triticale and ten plants of vetch were harvested every 20 days from ground level, to measure 

the height, fresh and dry matter weight and measured to assess the rate of change of height and dry matter 
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accumulation over the growing period and height was expressed in centimeters by every 20 days of interval of plant 

growth. Dry matter accumulation was also determined every 20 days of plant growth and measured the changes in 

g/10 plants. For dry matter yield determination, the fresh weight of each plot was measured in the field using 20 kg 

measuring capacity balance in the field just after cutting. Sub-samples of each treatment were dried in the oven at 

65 0C for 72 hours to determine the dry matter contents of the forages at Holeta Animal Nutrition Laboratory 

Tilahun (2002). 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

 

Number of leaves for Triticale and branches for Vetch 

The number of leaf for triticale significantly affected (P<0.01) by the different seed proportion (Table 1). SP1 

with seed proportion two did not showed significant variations (P>0.05) in the number of leaves for triticale. The 

number of branches for vetch was significant different (P<0.01) in the different seed proportion and the highest and 

the lowest number of branches of vetch were measured SP5 and SP2 respectively. As the seed proportion of 

triticale decreased the numbers of branches of vetch become increased (Melese et al., 2014). 

 

Seedling count for both forages and tiller counts in the mixture  

Seedling counts after one week of emergency for both forage species showed significant variation (P<0.01) 

at the different seed proportions combination in Table 2. Higher seedling counts for triticale was obtained at SP1 

and the lower seedling count at SP4 with values ranging from 135 to 44 seedlings /m2 with a difference of 91 

seedlings. The highest seedling count of vetch was measured at SP5 with the value of 55 seedling / m2 but SP2 

and SP3 did not indicate statistically significant variation at (P>0.05) in the seedling count of legume species. 

Analysis of variance data indicated that, tillering capacity of triticale in the growing period was significantly affected 

(P<0.01) by the different seed proportion treatments. The tillering capacity of triticale increased as the proportion 

of vetch increased and the maximum number of tiller was recorded at SP4 and the lower number of tiller at SP1 

with the values of 210 and 135 tillers / m2 respectively (Yeshitila et al., 2008). 

 

Ground cover and Vigor Scores for Triticale and Vetch 

Analysis of variance of data indicated that, the ground cover decreased with the decrease in the relative 

proportions of the seeds of each crop in the forage mixture and similar findings with Zewdie (2010).  

The ground cover for different seed proportions of triticale were significantly affected by one to the other and 

higher at SP1 than SP3 and SP3 were also higher than SP4. The ground cover of vetch was also significantly 

affected (P<0.01) by the various seed proportion, however, SP5 was higher than that of SP2, SP3  and SP4. But 

seed proportion one with seed proportion two and seed proportion two with seed proportion three did not indicate 

statistically significant effect (P>0.05) on the vigorousity of triticale in the growing period. 

 

Height, heading and Flowering Days of Triticale and Vetch 

Data revealed that, heading days for triticale significantly affected (P<0.01) by the different seed proportion. 

Significantly higher result was obtained at SP3 with the value of 70.06 days. But SP1 and SP2 did not showed 

significant variation (P<0.01). 

Flowering days for vetch also showed significantly influenced at (P<0.01) by the different seed proportions. 

However, SP3 and SP4 did not showed significant different at (P>0.05) one to the other and SP2 obtained higher 

flowering days as compare to the other SP. The lower days for flowering of vetches components at SP5 might be 

the higher proportion of vetch inclusion with triticale may enhance the growth and the plant could attain early 

maturing of its full development. Analysis of variance indicated that the height of triticale at the 20th days of cutting 

showed significant variation at (P<0.01) at the various seed proportions. The highest and the lowest height of 

triticale were observed at SP1 and SP2 with the values of 26.33 and 22.11cm correspondingly, this finding had a 

similar output with Malede (2013). 

At the 40th days of plant growth plant height also significantly affected by the different seed proportion and 

the highest height of triticale was recorded at SP1 and the lowest at SP2 which measured 44.45 and 40.33 cm 

respectively. Analysis of variance data revealed that, there was statistically significant variation (P<0.01) in the 

height of triticale at the 60th days of plant growth. The highest height was also found at SP1and the lowest at SP3 

measuring with the value of 75.89 and 68.67 cm indicated with the different of 7.22 (Chinedum and Evans, 2001). 

Analysis of variance data at the 20th days measurement, the height of vetch indicated that, there was 

significantly affected at (P<0.01) in the different SP and the highest height was measured at SP5 and the lowest at 

SP2. Seed proportion three, seed proportion four and five indicated statistically non-significant different (P>0.05) 

from each other. 
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At the 40th days of plant height measurement statistically significant variation (P<0.01) was found at the 

different seed proportion and the highest and the lowest plant height were measured at SP5 and SP4 with the 

value of 43.33 and 38.89 cm correspondingly. In the 60th days of plant growth height indicated significant different 

(P<0.01) in the various seed proportion.  

Significantly higher leaf area was obtained at seed proportion three as compared to the other seed 

proportions. Leaf area showed an increasing tendency from seed proportions one to seed proportion three with the 

value of 18.44 to 26.54 cm2. Analysis of variance data discovered that leaf length significantly influenced (P<0.01) 

by the different seed proportions. The highest leaf length was measured at seed proportion two and the lowest at 

seed proportion one measuring with the value of 45.64 and 38.60 cm respectively (Tsige, 2000). 

 

 

Table 1 - Number of leaves for triticale and vetch as affected by seed proportion 

Seeding rates (SP) 
Number of leaf 

for triticale 

Number of 

branches for vetch 

SP1 3.03c - 

SP2 3.0c 11.04c 

SP3 4.03a 13.00b 

SP4 3.65b 13.64 b 

SP5 - 14.62a 

Mean 3.43 13.10 

SE(±) 0.03 0.01 

LSD 0.03 1.07 

CV (%) 3.17 5.34 

SE = standard error, LSD = Least significant Different CV = Coefficient of Variations, Seed Proportion from 1 to 5, means with different letter within the columns 

are indicated significant different, whereas means with the same letter showed no significant variation. 

 

 

Table 2 - Seedling counts (m2) for both crops and tillering for triticale 

Seeding rates 

(SP) 

Emergency       Tillering 

Triticale /m2 Vetch /m2     Triticale /m2 

SP1 135a - 135c 

SP2 115a 18c 195b 

SP3 91b 25c 210ab 

SP4 44c 40b 231a 

SP5 - 55a - 

Mean 96.25 34.5 192.75 

SE(±) 0.123 0.824 2.451 

LSD 23.561 6.586 28.661 

CV (%) 11.36 9.6 8.6 

 

 

Table 3 - Ground cover and the vigorous of after one month of seed proportion 

Seeding 

rates (SP) 

     Ground cover  Vigor 

Triticale Vetch Triticale     Vetch 

SP1 4.5a - 4.5a - 

SP2 4.2b 2.5c 4.1ab 3.4a 

SP3 3.8c 3.8b 3.8bc 3.1a 

SP4 3.0d 3.8b 3.5cd 3.6a 

SP5 - 4.2a - 4.0a 

Mean 3.88 3.58 3.98 3.53 

SE(±) 0.354 0.417 0.1254 0.834 

LSD 0.201 0.102 0.585 NS 

CV (%) 13.51 13.51 13.51 13.51 

SE = standard error, LSD = Least significant Different CV = Coefficient of Variations, Seed Proportion from 1 to 5, means with different letter within the columns are 

indicated significant different, whereas means with the same letter showed no significant variation. 
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Table 4 - Days to heading for triticale and days to flowering for vetch 

Seeding rates (SP) 
Heading days 

Triticale 

Flowering days 

Vetch 

SP1 60.22c - 

SP2 62.56c 95.66a 

SP3 70.06a 91.84b 

SP4 67.00b 90.88c 

SP5 - 88.86c 

Mean 65 91.81 

SE(±) 1.03 0.86 

LSD 3.52 2.552 

CV (%) 11.99 5.365 

SE = standard error, LSD = Least significant Different CV = Coefficient of Variations, Seed Proportion from 1 to 5, means with different letter within the columns 

are indicated significant different, whereas means with the same letter showed no significant variation. 

 

 

Table 5 - Plant height (cm) for triticale as affected by seed proportions 

Seeding 

rates (SP) 

Harvesting days 

20 40 60     80 

SP1 26.33a 44.45a 75.89a - 

SP2 22.11b 40.33b 70.35b - 

SP3 25.34a 41.00ab 68.67b 110.27a 

SP4 23.33b 44.22a 69.22b 123.00a 

SP5 - - - - 

Mean 24.3 42.5 71.03 120.1 

SE(±) 0.243 0.786 0.66 3.546 

LSD 1.270 3.821 3.721 NS 

CV (%) 3.45 6.56 3.88 12.12 

 

 

Table 6 - Plant height (cm) of vetch as affected by seed proportions 

Seeding 

rates (SP) 

Harvesting date 

20 40 60     80 

SP1 - - - - 

SP2 20.56b 39.56b 67.22b 114.22a 

SP3 21.86ab 41.11ab 66.33b 118.67a 

SP4 22.22ab 38.89b 72.11a 116.86a 

SP5 24.56a 43.33a 72.33a 112.78a 

Mean 22.3 40.72 69.5 115.63 

SE(±) 1.85 0.86 1.46 3.52 

LSD 3.31 3.34 4.62 NS 

CV (%) 10.58 8.52 4.99 11.64 

 

 

Table 7 - Leaf area, leaf length and leaf to stem ratio of triticale 

Seeding rates 

(SP) 

Leaf area  

(cm) 

Leaf length 

 (cm) 
Leaf to stem ratio 

SP1 18.44d 38.60d 0.84b 

SP2 24.21c 45.64a 1.04b 

SP3 26.54a 42.64b 1.44a 

SP4 25.04b 40.20c 1.01b 

SP5 - - - 

Mean 23.60 41.80 1.08 

SE(±) 1.06 1.04 0.44 

LSD 0.82 0.55 0.26 

CV (%) 4.84 12.00 7.12 

 



10 
To cite this paper: Birhan M. (2018). Effect of seed proportions on morphological characteristics of forage mixture in North Gondar, Ethiopia. Online J. Anim. Feed 

Res., 8(1): 05-11. www.ojafr.ir  

Conflict of interests 

The authors have not declared any conflict of interests.  

 

REFERENCES  
 

Central Statistics Authority (2011). Agricultural sample survey report: Private peasant holding (Statistical 

Bulletin), Addis Ababa, Ethiopia. 

Bimrew A (2008). Supplementation of different levels of rice bran and noug seed (Guizatia abissynica) cake 

mixtures on Nutrient utilization of Farta sheep fed natural grass hay. An MSc Thesis Presented to the 

School of Graduate studies of Haramaya University, Pp. 125 

Food and Agriculture Organization (2011). Draft guidelines on phenotypic characterization of Animal genetic 

Resource.  On Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture Rome, 18-22 July, 2011, Pp. 6 

Charles S, Wortmann and Charles, A. Shapiro (2012). Harvesting Crop Residues: University of Nebraska- 

Extension, Institute of Agriculture and Natural resources. 

Chinedum N and Evans N (2001). Comparative analysis of the economics of conventional and non- 

onventional feed use by poultry enterprises. Journal of Agriculture in the Tropics and Subtropics Volume 

102 (2): 153 - 160.  

Conservation and utilization of natural pasture hay for feeding dairy cattle in the greater Addis milkshed, 

central highlands of Ethiopia. Journal of Agricultural Research and Development, 3(6): 082-093. 

Daneil K (1990). Effects of management practice on Rhodes grass and Lucerne pasture with special 

reference to developmental stages of cutting and associated changes in nutritional quality. 

PANESA/ARNAB (Pasture network for Eastern and Southern Africa/Africa Research Network for 

Agricultural By-product). Utilization of research results on forage and Agriculture product materials as 

animal feed resource in Africa. Proceedings of the first joint Workshop, held in Lilongwe, Malawi.  5-8 

December 1988. PANESA/ARNAB, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia pp.635-639. 

Dawit A, Ajebu N and Sandip B (2013). Assessment of feed resource availability and livestock production 

constraints in selected Kebeles of Adami Tullu Jiddo Kombolcha District, Ethiopia. African Journal of 

Agricultural Research, 8(29): 467-473. 

Humphrey L (1994). Tropical forage; their role in sustainable agriculture. Longman Ltd New York. 157p. 

Malede B (2013). Evaluation of Barley Green Forage as Animal Feed Intercropping with Vetch in North 

Gondar Zone, Ethiopia. European Journal of Biological Sciences 5 (2): 50-54, 2013. ISSN 2079-2085. © 

IDOSI Publications, 2013. DOI: 10.5829/idosi.ejbs.2013.5.2.7320. 

Melese G, Berhan T and Mengistu U (2014). Effect of Supplementation with Non-Conventional Feeds on Feed 

Intake and Body Weight Change of Washera Sheep Fed Urea Treated Finger Millet Straw. Greener 

Journal of Agricultural Sciences, 4(2): 071- 074. Osuji, P.O., Sahlai I.V.N, and Khalili H. 1993. Feed 

evaluation ILCA Manual. 

 International Livestock Research Center for Africa (ILCA) 208. Addi Ababa, Eth. 26p. planning agricultural 

water management investments. 

Prasad, N. K. and P. A. Singh (1991). Biological Potential and Economic Visibility of Wheat/Lucerne 

Intercropping System. Indian Journal of Agri. Science. 61: 835-840. 

Tilahun T (2002). Effect of Planting Density and Arrangement Component Crops on Productivity of 

Maize/Faba Bean Intercropping Systems. An MSc Thesis Presnted to the School of Graduate Studies of 

Alemaya University of Agriculture. 125p. 

Tsige, Y (2000). Livestock feed security and associated impacts on sustainable agricultural development. In: 

Proceedings of the 7th Annual Conference of Ethiopian Society of Animal Production (ESAP), Addis 

Ababa, Ethiopia, 26-27 May 1999. 

Whiteman, P. C., S. S. Awarding, E. C. Wallis and R. Brucc (1980). Tropical Pasture Science. Oxford University, 

London, 425p. 

Willey R.W. and Rao M.R. (1980). Competitive Ratio for Quantifying Competition between Intercrops.  

Experimental Agriculture, 16: 117-12 



11 
To cite this paper: Birhan M. (2018). Effect of seed proportions on morphological characteristics of forage mixture in North Gondar, Ethiopia. Online J. Anim. Feed 

Res., 8(1): 05-11. www.ojafr.ir  

Yeshitila A, Tessema Z and Azage T (2008). Availability of livestock feed resources in Alaba district, Southern 

Ethiopia. In: Proceedings of the 16th annual conference of the Ethiopian Society of Animal Production 

(ESAP) held in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, October 8 to 10, 2008. 

Zewdie W (2010). Livestock production systems in relation with feed availability in the Highlands and Central 

Rift valley of Ethiopia. A MSc thesis submitted to the School of Animal and Range Sciences, School of 

Graduate studies Haramaya University. Pp. 61.   

 

 


	ABSTRACT
	Keywords
	INTRODUCTION 
	MATERIALS AND METHODS 
	Description of the study area 
	Land preparation and sowing 
	Experimental design and treatments  
	Treatments of the seed proportion
	Seedling and tiller counts 
	Plant height, dry matter accumulations and heading date

	RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
	Number of leaves for Triticale and branches for Vetch 
	Seedling count for both forages and tiller counts in the mixture  
	Ground cover and Vigor Scores for Triticale and Vetch 
	Height, heading and Flowering Days of Triticale and Vetch 
	Table 1 
	Table 2 
	Table 3
	Table 4
	Table 5 
	Table 6 
	Table 7 
	Conflict of interests 

	REFERENCES  

